Upzoning 
Planned for 
Westside 
Housing 
Parcels 


By Thomas K. Pendergast 


The City’s west side faces 
unprecedented zoning chang- 
es in the coming years and the 
San Francisco Planning De- 
partment has released a pro- 
posal about where upzoning 
should be done. 

Upzoning is a term used to 
describe changes to a zon- 
ing code made to increase the 
amount of development al- 
lowed in the future. 

The upzoning map _post- 
ed online by the department 
shows that the majority of zon- 
ing changes will be along tran- 
sit and commercial corridors, 
plus significant traffic arteries, 
although not exclusively along 
such streets. 

The department proposes 
that California Street east of 
Park Presidio Boulevard would 
be upzoned to a maximum of 
85-feet tall (eight stories) to 
Arguello Boulevard and west 
until 27th Avenue up to 65-feet 
tall (six stories). 

All of Clement Street west 
of Arguello Boulevard would 
be rezoned up to 65 feet. And 
that same stretch of Geary 
Boulevard out to 43rd Avenue 
would be upzoned to 85-feet 
tall, except for the first block- 
and-a-half west of Arguello 
and the corners of Funston and 
14th streets, which would be 
up 140-feet tall (14 stories). 

Between Clement and 
Geary, parcels would not be 
rezoned for height. However, 
they would be rezoned to ad- 
just density limits and increase 
the number of units that could 
be built. 

Balboa Street west of Ar- 
guello would be entirely re- 
zoned up to 65-feet tall, while 
all of Fulton Street along that 
same stretch would allow 
building up to 85-feet tall. 

Most of the parcels along 
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Right: Muralists 
Elaine Chu (left) 
and Marina Pe- 
rez-Chu add the 
finishing touches 
to the new mural 
on 22nd Avenue 
at Taraval Street. 
Photos by Mi- 
chael Durand. 
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The mural includes images of people from the neighborhood, including Lizhen Xu (inset) who poses in 
front of her likeness. Story on page 11. 


Tragedy Leads to Advocacy for Safer Traffic Conditions at W. Portal 


By Jonathan Farrell 


On April 18, San Francis- 
co Municipal Transportation 
Agency (SFMTA) released a 
plan to drastically limit cars 
on West Portal Avenue. This 
was done at the behest of Su- 
pervisor Myrna Melgar and SF 
Mayor London Breed. 

In an article/commentary 
published over a week later in 
the Westside Observer, Melgar 
stated, “National press atten- 
tion descended on this corner 
of our district after an entire 
family was tragically killed by 


a speeding car while waiting 
for the bus. 

“For decades, the intersec- 
tion of Ulloa and West Portal 
Avenue has been crowded, 
confusing and conflicted,” she 
added. 

No further details were re- 
leased by police concerning 
the investigation into the fatal 
collision that took the lives of 
Diego de Oliveira, his wife 
Matilde and their two young 
children, on March 16 while 
waiting at a bus stop in the 
West Portal neighborhood. 

Police arrested and booked 


Mary Fong Lau on suspicion 
of three counts of felony ve- 
hicular manslaughter as well 
as misdemeanor counts of 
reckless and wrong-way driv- 
ing, according to the San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle. 

Melgar’s constituency in- 
cludes the West Portal area, 
and she is also chair of several 
influential committees, such as 
ones regarding land use and 
transportation. Melgar, who 
was elected to the SF Board of 
Supervisors in 2020, is also a 
commissioner for the County 
Transportation Authority, Bay 


Area Air Quality District and 
the First Five Commission. 

Melgar told the San Francis- 
co Standard in an earlier state- 
ment, “If it were up to me, the 
plan would take all of the cars 
off West Portal. I think that 
this plan takes most of the cars 
off the intersection, and that is 
my goal.” 

In response to the tragic in- 
cident, Melgar is working to 
make changes along West Por- 
tal Avenue, the main thorough- 
fare of the West Portal neigh- 
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Best Buddies F riendship Walk Helps Be With Disabilities 


By Kate Quach 


On a gray-skied Saturday 
morning, a bright purple arch- 
way wraps around an emp- 
ty paved path. Hundreds of 
walkers soon stream through 
the inflatable portal stretch- 
ing among the trees in Golden 
Gate Park. 

Some trekkers slosh through 
puddles in rain boots or sneak- 
ers wearing hooded coats or 
wide-brimmed umbrellas. All 
step through the purple pas- 
sageway with the same mis- 
sion: to support the 2024 Best 
Buddies Friendship Walk and 
individuals with disabilities on 
April 13. 

Since its establishment in 
1989, nonprofit Best Buddies 
International has promoted 
global volunteerism and op- 
portunities for people with 
intellectual and developmen- 
tal disabilities (IDD). By cul- 
tivating one-on-one  friend- 


Walkers gathered in Golden Gate Park to participate in 
the Best Buddies Friendship Walk fundraiser for peo- 
ple with disabilities. Photo by Kate Quach. 


Planting footsteps as 
walk through Golden Gate 


ships, engaging in leadership 
roles and finding employment, 
members of Best Buddies seek 
representation in social com- 
munities and the workforce. 


they 


Park, students, parents and 
co-workers celebrated their 
contributions and advocacy 


of community fundraising of 
more than $100,000 for indi- 
viduals with disabilities. 

One middle-school chapter 
stepped up to share awareness 
about providing resources for 
people with special needs. 
Dressed in yellow ponchos 
and holding a large banner 
with their school’s name print- 
ed proudly in the front, Albany 
Middle School students eager- 
ly carried their poster while 
cheering on walkers of the 
park’s pathways. 

Jelema Jarmola, a parent of 
one of the representative stu- 
dents, found that she under- 
stood more about individuals 
with IDD and Best Buddies 
through the Friendship Walk 
and her daughter Evelyn’s par- 
ticipation with the nonprofit 
organization at school. 

“Before this event, I knew 
very little (about Best Bud- 
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Michael Durand 


Regular readers of the Sunset 
Beacon might have noticed that this 
space on page two has been the home 
of Kinen Carvala’s “Looking Back” 
column for several years. 

Kinen is taking advantage of a new 
employment opportunity and will 
no longer write his monthly column 
highlighting the many great features in 
Golden Gate Park. I will miss editing 
his stories; I learned something every 
month from his thorough research. I 
offer my sincere gratitude to Kinen 
and wish him all the best in his new 
endeavors. 


Meet the Editor 

I truly enjoy spending time at the 
Outer Sunset Farmers Market on occa- 
sional Sundays talking to readers and 
Sunset Beacon fans. We have so many 
terrific neighbors in the Sunset and few 
things inspire me more than hearing 
from people who express how much 
they love the paper and look forward to 
reading it each month. 

We now have Sunset Beacon hats 
to thank supporters who donate to the 
paper. If you have donated in the past 
and would like one of our stylish hats, 
let me know. Donations of $30 or more 
gets you a token of our appreciation 
and symbol of your support for your 
neighborhood newspaper. 


THANK YOU TO 
OUR GENEROUS PATRONS 


Anonymous 
Nicole Barton 
Haley Baron 
Robert W. Cherney 
Elyse and Guy Eshel 
Pat Foy 
Karen Hamrock 
Barry Hermanson 
DeeDee Hunt 
Sarah and Frank Joost 
Chris Keane 
Terry and Martha Kirchhoff 
Barnett Klane 
Cynthia Lee 
David Mana 
Gordon Mar 
Bill Moffatt 
Steve Moran 
Lynne Rappaport and 
Jon Frank 
Loretta Roddy 
Wendy and Mark 
Grace Wang 


Sign up to bea 
Sunset Beacon patron. 


[m):: 
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patreon.com/SunsetBeacon 


If you would prefer to donate by 
check, please send to 
Sunset Beacon, 
P.O. Box 16035, SF, CA 94116. 
Thank you! 
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Thank You 

We are so very thankful for all of 
our supporters who have signed up on 
our Patreon account. Patreon is like 
GoFundMe, a tool to help raise money 
for a cause, except Patreon is a way to 
donate money every month. Contri- 
butions from as low as $5, $10 or $25 
per month really help us do this job. 
To sign up, see the QR code on the 
lower left corner of this page. We also 
have great SB swag for our Patreon 
supporters! 

Thanks also go to the kind and car- 
ing readers who contribute by sending 
a check or funds via PayPal (editor@ 
RichmondSunsetNews.com). Your 
generosity truly inspires us and we are 
genuinely grateful. 

I even heard from a reader who 
asked me to set up a Venmo account 
so she could contribute. The QR code 
is below. Thank you! 
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Western Neighborhoods Project 

Congratulations to our friends at 
the Western Neighborhoods Project 
(WNP) who will be celebrating 25 
years of sharing our community’s past 
with their grateful neighbors. 


Details about WNP’s celebration at 
the 4 Star Theater on May 15 can be 
found in the Announcements section 
on pages 7 and 8. 

We are very thankful that WNP 
shares its extensive collection of old 
photos with us for our “Then and 
Now” column. It is a popular feature 
that several loyal readers have told me 
they cut out and save. We and WNP 
are honored by that. 


Announcements Section 

The Sunset Beacon used to run a 
Calendar of Events section. A few 
years ago, I changed it to the An- 
nouncements section which now 
includes more than just events. 

The simple act of acknowledging 
our neighbors’ birthdays elicits a thrill 
for a lot of readers. There’s something 
about seeing your name in the paper 
(especially when you’re a kid) that 
makes you feel special. The birthday 
announcements are free. Just send 
the name and birth month to Editor@ 
RichmondSunsetNews and we’ll 
include it every year. 

We also offer free announcements to 
local businesses. This is an underused 
feature that most business owners 
seem to be too busy to take advantage 
of. 

This is what is written at the bottom 
of the Announcements section every 
month: 

We support small businesses: Free 
announcements for small businesses 
celebrating an anniversary or other 
significant milestone or event. Send 
announcement to Editor@Rich- 
mondSunsetNews.com. 

If you’re a fan of a local business, 
maybe help them out by giving them 
some free publicity in the Sunset Bea- 
con. Just write up a short paragraph 
and send it in to be included in more 
than 18,000 newspapers distributed 
throughout the Sunset District every 
month and to be included on our web- 
site that averages 20,000 views per 
month. 


Liz Hanowsky Law 


An SF native here to serve your legal needs 


Estate Planning, Real Property, 
Landlord-Tenant & More 
415.484.8339 www.hanowskyesq.com 
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“Adventures With Alice” 

I went to see the production of “Ad- 
ventures With Alice” in Golden Gate 
Park last month and really enjoyed it. 

Many factors worked together to 
make the show lots of fun. First, the 
actors were all terrific. Second, the 
presentation kept the audience on the 
move. We walked about a mile through 
a part of the park that has felt like my 
back yard for more than 45 years. 

The show started at the Polo Field 
and worked its way, with several stops 
for the acting parts, alongside Speed- 
way Meadow (Hellman Hollow) where 
I spent endless hours playing softball 
back in the 1970s and ’80s with friends 
I keep in touch with to this day. 

The story is a fanciful telling of Alice 
chasing the White Rabbit and encoun- 
tering the familiar characters from the 
Lewis Carrol stories “Alice in Won- 
derland” and “Through the Looking 
Glass.” It was silly and fun and remind- 
ed me we need more silliness and fun 
in our lives. 

The show ended up more than two 
hours later at Lloyd Lake with the char- 
acters disappearing through the Portals 
of the Past (which I found out checking 
to see if Portals was singular or plural — 
it’s plural — that it is a National Historic 
Landmark. Who knew?). 

The producers had lightweight fold- 
ing stools for the audience to carry from 
scene to scene. They also had blankets 
for anyone who wasn’t familiar with 
how cold it gets a lot of times in the 
park year-round. I am familiar and was 
dressed for the chill. 

So, if you’re looking for a change of 
pace, I say, go see “Adventures With 
Alice.” It runs through June 2. 


Final Notes 

Some of our best writers have been 
high school students. Becoming an in- 
tern is a great way to gain journalism 
experience. Let me know if you want 
to get involved with your neighbor- 
hood newspaper. 

It is also an enriching opportunity 
even if you have been out of school 
for quite some time. Writing stories 
about your community is a terrific way 
to become part of the fabric of your 
neighborhood. Profiles of local artists, 
businesses or organizations helps them 
and helps our readers learn more about 
the world around them. 

If you are a writer, or want to 
become one, send me an email at the 
address below. It’s a low-pressure gig 
and very rewarding. 

Finally, Happy Mother’s Day, 
moms! 

Michael Durand is the editor and 
publisher of the Richmond Review and 
Sunset Beacon newspapers and the 
RichmondSunsetNews.com website. 
He can be reached at Editor @ Rich- 
mondSunsetNews.com. 


THANK YOU TO OUR 
PATREON BUSINESS PARTNERS 
AND SUPPORTERS 


Christ Church, Lutheran 
Growing Place 
Family Preschool 
Hunt and Gather Gallery 
Lou’s Sandwiches 
new skool 
San Franpsycho 
Sealevel Gallery 
Seismic Watercolors 


To learn how your business 
can sign up to bea 
Patreon business partner, 
call 415-706-6428, 
email Editor@Richmond 
SunsetNews.com or go to 
RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


Please thank and support 
our business sponsors! 


May 2024 


CLB CALIFORNIA | BANK 
TRUST TRUST® 


for a 6-8 month term on deposits from $1,000" 


FIXED INTEREST FDIC HIGH-YIELD 
RATE INSURED? CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 
calbanktrust.com/cd 


A division of Zions Bancorporation, N.A. Member FDIC 
© 2024 Zions Bancorporation, N.A. | AD-BB-191 (4/24) 


1. Offer is subject to change without notice and applies for one term only. Annual percentage yield 
(APY) is accurate as of 4/15/24. APY assumes interest remains on deposit until maturity date. Interest is 
calculated on collected funds only. APY is fixed for the term of the CD. Penalties assessed for early with- 
drawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Minimum opening balance of $1,000 required. 5.00% APY applies 
to certificate of deposit accounts opened with a term between 6 to 8 months. No additional deposits 
are allowed during the term of the account. Your disclosed interest rate will not change until the CD 
renews at first maturity. At maturity, your CD will renew into a CD of the same term at the base rate 
of interest in effect at that time unless changes are made to your account during the 10-calendar-day 
grace period following maturity. 

2. Please refer to the Deposit Account Agreement, Account Disclosure, Deposit Rate Sheet and the 
applicable schedule of fees, or speak with a banker for more details. 

3. The FDIC provides separate coverage for deposits held in different account ownership categories. 
Depositors may qualify for coverage over $250,000 if they have funds in different ownership catego- 
ries and all FDIC requirements are met. For additional information, use the FDIC’s Electronic Deposit 
Insurance Estimator (EDIE). 


For advertising information, email 


Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com or call 415-706-6428 


Prestigious Properties 


Residential and Commercial Sales 
1653 Irving Street, San Francisco, Ca. 94122 
maxPrestigiousProperties@gmail.com | (415) 564-3776 


Ask about our fixer upper property list of homes. 


Helping investors flip and make great profits. 


Broker/Owners, 


Sevan Kevorkian 415-412-4716 
Norman Green 650-296-5210 
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California Painting & Decorating 
f™ ALL PROJECTS B= 


Painting « Carpentry * Handyman Services 
30 Years Experience ° Fully Insured 
Lic 727872 
415-441-3416 650-219 - 1958 


WWw:Capaintingdeco.com 


SELLING. BUYING. LEASING. 
THINKING TO SELL? NO UPFRONT COST UNTIL CLOSING 
Contact me today to get started. 


> 
_ > DITA S. SAJID 

7 4 Broker Associate, Realtor®, CIPS 
~ C. 415.412.3527 | D. 415.682.6603 


. 2 dita.sajid@cbnorcal.com | ditarealtor.com 
CalRE 01899940 
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BuildingKidzSchool 
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Office of Economic and Workforce Development 
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GOODS, LIVE MUSIC, 
FOOD TRUCKS & MORE! 


DTZZA BY THE SLICE 


BB siriecn 


SF HOLE IN THE WALL PIZZA 
IS NOW FRANCHISING! 


e Established Brand: 27 years of experience and 
a loyal following. 


e Proven Business Model: Strong financial and 
operational support. 


e Ongoing Support: Dedicated team to guide 
you every step of the way. 


e Diverse Menu: Pizza, salads, vegetarian op- 
tions, sandwiches, appetizers, burgers and pasta 
— something for everyone! 


e Comprehensive Training: We will equip you 
with the knowledge and tools you need to 
succeed. 

e Investment opportunities available. 


>> CORPORATE@SFHOLE.COM 
>> CRUSTFRANCHISING.COM 
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Interpreting Real Estate Data 


As most of the readers of 
this column know by now, I 
tend to write on what I feel is 
the most relevant real estate 
topic at the moment. I get 
my ideas from the people I 
talk with every day. If certain 
questions come up often, then 
that becomes the column of 
the month! 

Lately, I have been getting 
many questions on published 
statistical reports and how the 
numbers relate to our mar- 
ketplace. This is a confusing 
time for the real estate market 
as the number of sales is low, 
the mortgage rates are still 
high, but prices are moving up 
when the economic principle 
of supply and demand indi- 
cates that the prices should be 
coming down. The statistics 
just do not make sense. 

Real estate is local, mean- 
ing there are pricing trends in 
neighborhoods that can run 
contrary to what is going on 


in nearby areas. For example, 
the San Francisco index con- 
sists of the nine counties in 
the Bay Area. But the pricing 
trend in San Francisco is very 
different from the pattern in 
the East Bay or North Bay. 
So, relying on the general 
combined data can lead to 
wrong conclusions. 

How do you get local 
real-time data? This is 
important, especially if you 
are in the market and have to 
make some decisions about 
purchasing and price. I recom- 
mend that you work with 
a knowledgeable local real 
estate agent, ask him or her 
to provide you with up-to- 
date listing and sales data and 
perform your own analysis to 
convince yourself of the local 
conditions. 

Agents are on the ground 
and in the field each and every 
day. We talk to buyers, sellers 
and other real estate profes- 
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sionals and have a good pulse 
on the market. The real estate 
market has been pretty active 
the first four months of 2024 
with low inventories, much 
pent-up buyer demand and 
thus resulting in higher prices 
in certain areas. 

Single family home prices 
in San Francisco are up about 
8.2% from last year while 
down 11.2% from 2022. Pric- 
es of all properties sold are 
up 5.9% year over year, but 
down 6.9% from 2002. The 
number of sales has gone up 
4.8% over last year, but down 
35.4% from 2022. Listing in- 
ventory is up 8.3%, but down 
29.9% from two years ago. 

So, based on very limit- 
ed initial data this year, the 
market appears to be turning 
up from the bottom despite 
mortgage rates staying stub- 
bornly in the 6.75-7% level. 
The majority of listings I have 
seen this year have received 
multiple offers and sold for 
higher than asking prices. 
What is going to happen next? 

From what I have seen, 
there is still an imbalance 
of buyers and sellers. That 
means quite a number of 
people are looking to buy and 
are unable to find what they 
are looking for. Though the 
listing inventory is up slightly 


May2024 


Sunset Homes Sold in April* 


Address 


Bed Bath Sq. Ft. 


Price 


1791 43rd Ave. 3 


1,032 $950,000 


1414 43rd Ave. ms 


O25 1,255,000 


1906 47th Ave. 


Oo 


1,338 1,388,000 


1774 21st Ave. 


1,380 1,500,000 


1647 25th Ave. 
1219 32nd Ave. 


2,005 


1,600,000 
1,650,000 


1615 Funston Ave. 


1,675,000 


1654 24th Ave. 


1,710,000 


1222 23rd Ave. 


1,800,000 


2675 16th Ave. 
1818 Great Hwy. 


Wlt_nNnl]l nat wl]nwNm] BR] wl] bv 


1,975,000 
3,500,000 


*Partial listing. Source: M.L.S. 


over last year, it is still down 
quite a bit from years past, 
leading to competition on the 
inventory that does come on 
the market. 

People often raise the 
question of how can buyers 
afford to pay the San Francis- 
co prices? It is very difficult 
as our affordability index typi- 
cally hovers about 15-20%, 
meaning the percentage of the 
population who can afford to 
buy the median-priced home 
in the City. With our robust 


STELLA MARIS ACADEMY 
GRECO-ROMAN SUMMER CAMP 
1°— 8" GRADE 


Is it all Greek to you? Yes, it is! And Roman too! 


Learn Greek vase painting, create a frieze or a 
mosaic tiled plaque. Learn the alphabet, colors, 


numbers and more in ancient Greek. While 


you are at it, cook some Roman delicacies 


from antiquity. There will be Science, Games 


in the Arena, Music in the Amphitheater aka 


the auditorium, History and Myth and 


Storytelling to fill your day. Every Friday an 
exciting fact filled field trip is planned to sights 


here in our city that reflect Greek and Roman 


roots. 


MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM —- 3PM 
Session 1 June17- June 21 | Session 2 June 24 - June 28 


Session 3 July 8 - July 12 | Session 4 July 15- July 19 


Early Bird $475 p/child per week 


After May 15, $575 per week 


Aftercare available 3pm-5:30pm included in the fee 
For more information: 628-977-4836 [=] #ama: 

TO REGISTER 

Please scan the QR code 


Ag: 
oilers 


Stella Maris Academy 360 9th Avenue San Francisco, California 94118 


economy and a fair share of 
high-paying jobs, our real 
estate market may pause, but 
it has always recovered. 

We are in the midst of our 
spring selling season. There 
is still not enough supply to 
meet demand. In San Francis- 
co, we only have a historically 
low one- to two-months’ 
supply of inventory on the 
market, meaning prices will 
not fall in the near future. I 
will continue to update you 
on the market throughout the 
year. 

John M. Lee is a broker 
with Compass specializing 
in the Richmond and Sunset 
districts. If you have any real 
estate questions, call him 
at 415-465-0505 or email 
Johnlee@ isellsf.com. Find 
an archive of his columns at 
RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


Upzoning 
Continued from page 1 


Funston Avenue and 14 Street 
would be rezoned up to 65-feet 
tall, except at the aforemen- 
tioned intersections. 

These draft zoning propos- 
als are in response to changes 
in the Housing Element of the 
City’s General Plan passed last 
year. These changes in turn are 
a response to a California State 
mandate for San Francisco to 
build 82,000 units of housing 
in the next eight years or face 
cuts in state funding of public 
transportation and other pro- 
grams. 

According to the Planning 
Department’s website, “the 
lack of diverse housing choic- 
es limits people’s opportuni- 
ties and impacts quality of life. 

“Most housing built in San 
Francisco in recent decades 
has been concentrated in the 
eastern neighborhoods, where 
zoning allows for mid- and 
large-sized developments. 
Meanwhile, the northern and 
western parts of the City have 
seen relatively little growth. 
These areas are primarily 
zoned for single-family devel- 
opment, which is less likely 
to be affordable to low- and 
middle-income residents and 
is shown to reinforce patterns 
of economic and racial segre- 
gation.” 

According to the website, 
“expanding housing choice 
involves changes to San Fran- 
cisco’s zoning rules to accom- 
modate new housing, increase 
housing affordability for low- 


Continued on page 5 
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Mayor Breed Secures Agreement to Bring Giant san a to SF Zoo in 2025 


By Beth Lederer 


Pandas are coming to the San Fran- 
cisco Zoo as part of a Chinese practice 
called “panda diplomacy.” The SF Zoo 
has been selected to host the pandas 
which was proudly announced during 
SF Mayor London Breed’s week-long 
business trip to China last month. 

On April 19, Breed stood with offi- 
cials in Beijing and held up an agree- 
ment that was signed with the China 
Wildlife Conservation Association. 

Breed sees bringing the giant pan- 
das to San Francisco as a way to boost 
the morale of the City and help in- 
crease tourism. With more visitors, San 
Francisco could reclaim its role as an 
international city and receive many 
tourists from China and the Asia Pa- 
cific Region. Tourism from this region 
has been substantially down since the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Panda diplomacy through leasing 
adorable pandas is also seen as a way to 
improve the communication between 
the two superpowers. Some areas of 
contention in the last few years have 
been due to alleged human rights abus- 
es on Uyghurs in Xinjiang, competition 
between the two superpowers in the 
semiconductor market, tariffs placed 
on Chinese imports, such as steel and 
aluminum, the burgeoning fentanyl cri- 
sis and drugs coming into the U.S., in- 
creasing U.S. support for Taiwan, Chi- 
nese spying and China aiding Russia in 
its war against Ukraine. 

Jin Ong is a retired engineer original- 
ly from Malaysia and a father of two 
who lives in the Sunset. Ong said he 
would like to see panda diplomacy. 

“IT am for whatever we can do to 
strengthen the ties between the two 
major economies,” Ong said. “I don’t 
need to be a businessman to recognize 
that it’s good for the two big economies 
to be friendly to each other.” 

When the pandas arrive at the zoo, he 
will bring his two kids. 

“Of course, everyone loves Pandas,” 
he said. 

A longtime SF Zoo docent, passion- 
ate about conservation of endangered 


Peyton Thornton, an employee at Java Beach Cafe - 
across from the SF Zoo - said he is excited for extra business likely 
to result from having the giant pandas as a new attraction at the Zoo. 
Photo by Beth Lederer. 


animals, was happy to speak without 
giving his name. 

“Tt’s a wonderful idea to bring pandas 
back to the zoo,” the docent said. “The 
SF Zoo is an international scientific, 
research and conservation institution 
and having the pandas’ participation 
here gives attention to our endangered 
species.” 

China took pandas off the endan- 
gered list in 2021. 

When many people think of pandas, 
they get giddy with excitement. An- 
drew Lathrop and Alejandra Vasquez 
visited the zoo on April 25, an SF free 
resident day. Along with many others, 
they had not heard about the pandas 
coming to the zoo, though they thought 
it would be pretty cool. 

“Pandas are cute and cuddly,” Lath- 
rop said. “They’re so fun to watch and 
lazy; they eat bamboo a lot of the day.” 

Lathrop and Vasquez said they think 
SF Zoo would benefit because families 
would come out more and take their 
kids. Lathrop said he also likes the pan- 
da connection with former Giants play- 


located directly 


er, Pablo Sandoval whose nickname is 
“Kung Fu Panda.” 

Mary, a longtime employee, worked 
at the SF Zoo when San Francisco 
hosted the pandas from China in 1984 
and 1985 when Dianne Feinstein was 
mayor. She remembers when they were 
previously housed in one of the grot- 
toes in the lion house. On a rainy open- 
ing day in November 1984, the lines 
were so long that they spilled outside 
of the zoo. Mary said she likes that the 
weather and the landscape here in San 
Francisco are compatible with their 
home temperatures. 

“They are from a very cool area in 
China. It is also important to consid- 
er the animal’s disposition and the 
climate conditions they are familiar 
with,” Mary said. 

Mary and a Richmond District resi- 
dent and longtime member of the zoo 
said they are excited about having a 
chance to see pandas from China that 
have lived in the wild and think having 
the pandas at the zoo will build com- 
munity on the west side. 


Java Beach Cafe is on Sloat Bou- 
levard, across the street from the zoo. 
Peyton Thornton has worked as an 
employee at Java Beach Cafe for two 
years. Thornton is happy with the in- 
crease of visitors the pandas is expect- 
ed bring. It can be a huge boost to busi- 
ness for the cafe. 

“There are peak days at the zoo, but 
otherwise it’s generally pretty slow,” 
Thornton said. 

He expressed concern about the abil- 
ity of the zoo to properly house the an- 
imals. 

“I personally don’t think there’s 
enough space for them to really roam,” 
Thornton said. 

Other concerns had to do with the 
millions of dollars that will need to be 
donated to build an enclosure for the 
pandas. Instead, some zoo attendees 
want to see this money used for the 
maintenance of the whole zoo and the 
upkeep for all the animals, not only the 
pandas. 

There are some also who think an- 
imals should remain in their natural 
habitats. 

A petition has been circulating on the 
Nextdoor website with 156 supporters 
so far. The author has been following 
and documenting the zoo’s issues for 
13 years. Her blog is (iamnoanteater. 
blogspot.com) and would like this pe- 
tition to reach the mayor. She believes 
the zoo has been mismanaged for the 
last 15 years, including how long it 
took to get a proper orangutan enclo- 
sure and that the money should be used 
to fix its ills. There have also been 
many articles recently in the San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle referencing zoo safety 
concerns and mismanagement. 

The pandas could possibly bring a 
special spark back to the City. While 
there have been allegations of misman- 
agement at the zoo, neglect of animals, 
fear among zookeepers for their safe- 
ty and for the animals, perhaps these 
adored animals with big eye patches 
that roll around and chew bamboo all 
day will be the answer to many of San 
Francisco’s troubles. 


Upzoning 
Continued from page 4 


and middle-income households, and 
help advance racial and social equity. 

“The project allows for more housing 
options in neighborhoods with greater 
access to economic opportunities and 
services that can support growth, such 
as public transit, parks, retail and com- 
munity facilities.” 

Big zoning changes are also pro- 
posed south of Golden Gate Park in the 
Sunset District. 

District 4 Supervisor Joel Engardio 
says the proposed zoning changes, 
however, are just a starting point. 

“There will be a lot of input and iter- 
ations before it is finalized,” Engardio 
said. “Just because a street is marked 
for higher zoning does not mean the 
entire street will be transformed. The 
map only shows future potential. The 
zoning heights are voluntary, not man- 
datory. It will be a decades-long pro- 
cess of gradual change.” 

Engardio noted that the proposed 
changes will not touch most of the 
Lower Great Highway “so there will 
be no chance of a wall of Miami-like 
towers on the Lower Great Highway. 

“I believe we must not allow out- 
of-scale housing to ruin our neigh- 
borhoods,” he said. “I am focused on 
housing for our adult kids and grand- 
kids that will allow them to remain in 
San Francisco. We need housing for 
our first responders. Many police of- 
ficers and firefighters commute long 
distances to work in San Francisco. 
Seniors might also like an elevator 


building to downsize to and age safely 
in place without having to leave their 
neighborhood.” 

In the Sunset, the department’s pro- 
posal would allow for 65-foot-tall 
buildings along Lincoln Way, except 
for the corners of certain intersections 
at Ninth Avenue and between 18th to 
21st avenues, allowing for 85-foot-tall 
structures on those blocks. 

Irving Street would allow for 
85-foot-tall buildings out to 27th Ave- 
nue, except at the intersection with 19th 
Avenue, which would allow 140-foot- 
tall buildings there, while keeping the 
current zoning maximum height of 130 
feet already allowed out to 22nd Ave- 
nue. Between 38th Avenue and La Pla- 
ya Street, 65-foot-tall buildings would 
be allowed. 

Judah Street from Eighth Avenue out 
to La Playa would be upzoned to 85- 
feet tall, except around the intersection 
at 19th Avenue, which would go up to 
140-feet tall. 

Noriega Street would be upzoned to 
85-feet tall from 17th to 37th avenues, 
except for the intersection of 19th Av- 
enue, which would go up to 140-feet 
tall. From 38th Avenue out to Lower 
Great Highway, the new zoning would 
be up to 65-feet tall. 

Taraval Street from 12th to 15th ave- 
nues would be upzoned to 65-feet tall, 
while along the rest of Taraval out to 
48th Avenue, up to 85-feet-tall build- 
ings would be allowed, except for the 
intersection with 19th Avenue, which 
would be up to 140-feet tall. 

Except for the aforementioned in- 
tersections, 19th Avenue would be up- 
zoned to 85-feet tall from Lincoln Way 


south to Eucalyptus Drive. 

Most of the parcels along 36th and 
37th avenues adjacent to Sunset Boule- 
vard would be upzoned to 85-feet-tall 
from Lincoln Way south to Sloat Bou- 
levard. And much of Sloat would be 
upzoned to 65-feet tall. 

But there are critics of the depart- 
ment’s proposal, like District 7 Super- 
visor Myrna Melgar, who does like up- 
zoning transportation and commercial 
corridors in general, but not at all of the 
areas targeted by the latest zoning map. 

“I think that some of it makes sense 
and some of it does not,” Melgar says. 

While she agrees with changing the 
zoning along Muni light rail lines for 
the most part, she is not pleased with 
some parts of the plan for her district. 

“Other areas on the map, like Juni- 
pero Serra, make no sense to me at all 
because they don’t fit any of the criteria 
that we stipulated on the Housing Ele- 
ment,” she said. Melgar noted Junipero 
Serra is neither a public transportation 
nor a commercial corridor but mostly 
just has single-family homes. 

“If we’re going to be consistent, like 
with our climate action goals and all of 
the things that we’re saying, that makes 
no sense,” she said. 

Melgar also does not like upzoning 
to 85-feet tall all the parcels lining the 
east side of 19th Ave. along the Lake- 
side area. 

“All those blocks that you see there, 
it’s the back yards that are onto 19th 
Avenue,” Melgar said. “So, unless we 
totally change our building codes to 
do away with back-yard minimums, 
you can’t really build unless you knock 
down the house. The problem that 


you have is that you have a potential 
eight-story building on 19th Avenue, 
but in the back.” 

She noted that the streets east of 19th 
avenue in that area are all smaller resi- 
dential streets. 

Other critics, like longtime housing 
activist Dennis Antenore, see a signifi- 
cant potential for massive displacement 
with the department’s new zoning plan. 

In a recent opinion piece for the 
Richmond Review, Antenore predicts 
that the resulting increase in land val- 
ues will motivate landlords to rid their 
properties of tenants in order to build 
bigger. 

He also predicts that renewals of 
commercial leases will be threatened, 
impacting the survival of small and 
neighborhood businesses. 

“Although the proposed upzoning 
is couched in terms of creating hous- 
ing opportunities for low- and mod- 
erate-income households, families, 
seniors, people with disabilities and 
essential workers, by far the most ex- 
tensive impact would be to create large 
amounts of market-rate housing. There 
is limited evidence to justify such an 
expansion of market-rate housing,” 
Antenore says. 


Look for us 
on Facebook: 
SF Sunset Beacon 


Follow us on 
Instagram: 
RichmondSunsetNews 
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Taxes and Transportation 


President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
while still New York state’s governor 
in 1932, warned: “Any government, 
like any family, can for a year spend a 
little more than it earns. But you and I 
know that a continuation of that habit 
means the poorhouse.” 

California’s deficit must be cured by 
June 15, under California’s Constitu- 
tion (Article IV, Sec. 12 [c]. By the 
commencement of the government’s 
fiscal year, and by the time you read 
this, Gov. Gavin Newsom will have 
disclosed his so-called “May update,” 
hoping it will include more state in- 
come than predicted in January. (That 
depends primarily on state income 
taxes filed on April 15 with the pesky 
Franchise Tax Board.) San Francisco 
also confronts a deficit which Mayor 
London Breed and 11 supervisors 
must solve by July 15, under Sec. 
9.101 of our Charter. 

I daresay City Hall’s dilemma ap- 
pears more challenging with housing 
and commercial vacancies (like Park 
Merced’s 35% vacancy rate as of last 
month) and businesses still closing 
downtown on Market Street and in 
most neighborhoods. It’s a dogged 
effort by Mayor Breed in an election 
year with the Board of Supervisors’ 
Aaron Peskin joining Daniel Lurie, 
Mark Farrell and Supervisor Ahsha 
Safai vying as candidates for glory and 
stardom in Room 200 of City Hall. 
Both state and local legislators will be 
hard-pressed to impose more taxes on 
residents and businesses protected by 
Proposition B and its subsequent state 
constitutional voter safeguards. 


One aspect of SF’s and even Cali- 
fornia’s financial digestive agitation 
remains untreated. An Epoch Times 
headline last month reminded readers 
that the number of immigrants, legal 
and illegal, with jobs in our coun- 
try increased by about 3.4 million 
between March 2020 and March 2024, 
while the number of U.S.-born job 
holders decreased by approximately 
78,000 during the same years. Since 
President Joe Biden’s inauguration, 
liberal-leaning Brookings Institute 
concluded after its investigation that 
about double the number of illegal 
aliens have entered the U'S. as legal 
immigrants. One economist charac- 
terized this as the distortion of the 
employment market by illegal aliens. 
Our own national Bureau of Labor 
Statistics noted that jobs for employ- 
ees born in the U.S. declined by some 
651,000 as of March 2024 compared 
to March 2023, while alien employees 
increased by almost 1.3 million. 

Meanwhile, the politically divided 
U.S. Congress abrogates cessation 
of illegal immigrants under a White 
House which pitifully sends Kamala 
Harris to halt the disregard of our 
southern border. And local govern- 
ments (like ours) practice a policy of 
embracing lawbreakers as “sanctuary” 
entities. Americans watched the April 
spectacle of Republicans refusing 
to support military aid to democ- 
racies Israel and Ukraine until our 
legal immigration laws are enforced. 
And President Biden and U.S. Sen. 
Chuckie Schumer admonish Israel and 
enable illegal immigration lest future 


Best Buddies Friendship Walk 
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dies). I was not very involved until to- 
day, but this event really gave me an 
idea about different parts of the world,” 
Jarmola said. 

Jarmola and her daughter called their 
team “nothing is impossible,” with the 
intention of gathering as much sup- 
port for people with disabilities among 
younger advocates as possible. Evelyn 
connected with her buddy since pre- 
school. Now in middle school, they 
share their different experiences with 
one another in a tight-knit friend- 
ship. Jarmola said she appreciated the 
chance to hear from parents of children 
with IDD. 

“I met people who have kids with 
disabilities, and we have different 
roles. It’s really nice to get involved 
and be here to support them,” she said. 
“More members are needed to develop 
empathy. It’s not only these kids that 
benefit but the other side as well. It’s 
good for everyone to see how we can 
make change. And look at these smiles, 
even on this rainy day.” 

San Francisco State University’s 
spirit group joined in, shaking pom 
poms and rallying walkers. After pass- 
ing by a waterfall, under tunnels, and 
through clouds of bubbles and laugh- 
ter, participants of the Friendship Walk 
looped to finish the home stretch back 
to the park’s Music Concourse and 
Bandshell. 

This year, Best Buddies received 
funding support from corporate chap- 
ters. Trey Seals and Daliyah Ross from 
Accenture’s San Francisco branch 
walked alongside their coworkers. 

“It’s a commitment to supporting di- 
versity. That’s something that is a per- 
sonal value, but I’m also glad it aligns 


with the work,” Seals said. 

Ross noted that within Accenture, 
a consulting firm, were teams repre- 
senting subcommittees of the compa- 
ny, such as workplace environment 
and Best Buddies leaders, which both 
attended the Friendship Walk. She 
emphasized her workplace’s unity in 
showing up for coworkers involved in 
Best Buddies. 

“We actually have a co-worker who 
we’re here to support, Aaron,” Ross 
said. “We did a fundraiser for him to 
be able to go to the leadership summit.” 

During the Best Buddies Leader- 
ship Conference (BBLC), leaders and 
volunteers of the Best Buddies orga- 
nization gather for a four-day inclu- 
sion event to learn about empowering 
change in disability rights. 

“The more that we allow people to 
be more visible and see more experi- 
ences like their own, the more that we 
can be inclusive and designed for all 
communities,” Ross added. 

Seals agreed: “Awareness is every- 
thing.” 

Wesley Lam began with the Best 
Buddies Friendship Walk as a volun- 
teer in 2017. A year later, he joined 
the organizing committee, then be- 
came vice chairperson in 2020. With a 
“buddy administrator” lanyard draped 
around his neck, Lam felt “honored to 
continue the tradition of raising aware- 
ness and funds for Best Buddies and 
their inclusive mission for people with 
abilities.” 

In the midst of celebrating individu- 
als with IDD, Lam addressed past chal- 
lenges that threatened the Friendship 
Walk’s capacity to bring supporters 
together. During the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, members of Best Buddies felt 
isolated and distant from the commu- 


registered Democrats be treated as the 
lawbreakers they are. 

A major waste of taxpayer money, 
elected local government officials 
and public employees’ time emanated 
last month from a lawsuit in the U.S. 
District Court for the Northern District 
at 455 Golden Gate Ave. The City 
and County of San Francisco, with 
City Attorney David Chiu at the helm, 
sued the Oakland Port Commission on 
April 18 for breaching San Francis- 
co International Airport’s trademark 
by renaming Oakland International 
Airport “San Francisco Bay Oakland 
International Airport.” This cat fight 
typifies a lawyer looking for work. 
Oakland believes it will attract more 
passengers with such geographical 
identification. City Hall asserts it will 
cause travelers “confusion” and harm 
SFO income and “reputation.” I say 
“balderdash!” We don’t possess a 
trademark on or own San Francisco 
Bay. Numerous cities are located on 
San Francisco Bay. Other San Francis- 
cans and I used Oakland’s airport in 
the 1960s and 1970s when Southwest 
Airlines made it home base for flights 
to and from Los Angeles until estab- 
lishing a presence at SFO. Passenger 
“confusion” constitutes a contrived 
rationale to thwart geographical fact. 
Oakland is in worse condition down- 
town than SF. I haven’t been there 
since BART celebrated its 50th year of 
operation in 2022, but Chiu’s foolish 
lawsuit means he needs publicity for 
re-election. Stop wasting time and 
taxpayer money! 

The sorrowful and disastrous March 
automobile accident on West Portal 
caused by a single driver and resulting 
in four deaths has generated a Munic- 
ipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) 
(which used to be called “The Muni’’) 
plan, requested by Supervisor Myrna 
Melgar. Muni’s own data demonstrates 
that the intersection of Ulloa Street 
and West Portal Avenue has no “high 
injury incident” history. Yet, SFMTA 
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recommends prohibiting cars at the 
West Portal and Ulloa intersection. 
The West Portal Merchants Asso- 
ciation, led by Deirdre Von Rock, 
its president, calls it “outrageous,” 
pointing out SFMTA’s lack of any 
conclusion regarding the cause of the 
accident and SFMTA’s public state- 
ment said that the intersection was 
safe and didn’t contribute to the acci- 
dent. The merchants association and 
nearby residents have assertedly given 
Muni better and less costly steps to 
prevent accidents, but Muni has failed 
to evaluate them. No, we don’t want 
another Central Subway project. 
Speaking of transportation, last fall, 
BART not so loudly announced that 
its delayed extension to San Jose is 
delayed again, and the cost has risen 
to $12.2 billion, which is more than 
twice the original cost. The short six- 
mile extension goes downtown, then 
north to Santa Clara and includes four 
new stations. The completion date is 
2036! (In 2014, completion was prom- 
ised by 2026, with a total cost of $4.7 
billion, later changed to a total cost of 
$6.9 billion). Don’t worry, you lucky 
Santa Clara County taxpayers, no fur- 
ther sales taxation will occur, claims 
the Valley Transportation Authority’s 
CEO. Oh, yeah. Wanna bet? VTA is 
notable for fudging costs and fooling 
taxpayers, going back to its own San 
Jose trolley system, which has wasted 
money since its 1990s creation. 
Project bureaucrats ignore Santa 
Clara County’s population decrease 
since 2020, which isn’t predicted to 
increase by 10% until 2060. The Bay 
Area News Group has rightfully rec- 
ommended that independent experts 
should review the project’s present 
expansion and politicians should 
decide whether a more cost-effective 
project is in the public’s interest, as 
Google and Silicon Valley mull high 
office vacancies and different com- 
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Participants in the Best Buddies Friendship Walk braved the rain on 
a spring Saturday in Golden Gate Park to support individuals with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities. Photo by Kate Quach. 


nity created during annual walks. The 
organization hosted a virtual space 
in 2020 and encouraged participants 
to take steps as a group around their 
neighborhood in 2021. 

“It’s been hard for Best Buddies to 
get sponsors and people to raise mon- 
ey for the Friendship Walk, especially 
with the changing economic environ- 
ment in San Francisco,” Lam said. 

As large, local walks recently re- 
turned to physical ceremonies two 
years ago, so did members of Best 
Buddies. Lam, hoping to expand Best 
Buddies’ student program through the 
funds raised during the Friendship 
Walk, expressed excitement over the 
new chapters opening in educational 
spaces in the City, from elementary 
schools to college campuses, such as 
the University of San Francisco and 


UC Berkeley. As the employee direc- 
tor of the University of San Francisco 
chapter, Lam looked towards creating 
more resources for students to involve 
themselves in advocacy for people 
with disabilities. 

“We are raising awareness to show 
that people with disabilities are able to 
do things regardless of their ability,” 
Lam said. 

Arms stretched across neighbors’ 
shoulders, taking strides in unison with 
the last stretch of the marathon ahead, 
walkers huddled together, embracing 
the comforting feeling of togetherness 
lost over the pandemic. 

Learn more about Best Buddies at 
bestbuddiesfriendshipwalk.org. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL REUNION 
Abraham Lincoln High School class of 1974 is having its 50th reunion in September. 
For information, please find us at facebook.com/groups/A.LincolnHighSchool74 or email at 
74mightymustangs@gmail.com. 


COMMENTARIES AND LETTERS 
From the editor: All commentaries we publish are the opinions of the writers and should not 
be considered our editorial stance on issues. We strive to remain neutral and offer a balance of 
viewpoints. We invite readers who wish to express their opinions to send a letter to the editor 
to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Word limit for the newspaper is 350, for the website, 
500. RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


CONGRATULATIONS HUNT & GATHER 
Hunt & Gather Gallery at 1108 Irving St. is celebrating six years in business. Stop by and see 
some great art and unique products and say thanks to DeeDee Hunt for all she does for the 
Inner Sunset. 


#NEVER BETTER ELDERS. 
Celebrate San Francisco's older adults at the Community Living Campaign's free event 
Enjoy snacks and entertainment while learning about community resources and connections 
and receiving hands-on-help. Sunday, June 11, 1-4 p.m., St. Anne of the Sunset, 850 Judah 
St. Free parking at entrance on Funston Avenue. Accessible by public transportation: N-Judah, 
6-Parnassus, 7-Haight, 44-O'Shaughnessy and the 43-Masonic. For more information, contact 
event@sfcomunityliving.org or 415-821-1003. 


FELTON TECH SQUAD 
Felton's Tech Squad is providing free basic tech support for older adults and people 
with disabilities. Ask questions regarding how to navigate your smartphone, tablet or laptop. 
Drop-in for a one-on-one session in English, Cantonese or Mandarin. Friday, May 17, 1:30-3 
p.m. at the Ortega Library (3223 Ortega St.). For more information, call 415-474-1558 or email 
techsquad@felton.org. 


FREE EVENTS AT THE SF PUBLIC LIBRARY, SUNSET BRANCH 
1305 18TH AVE., 415-355-2808, sunmgr@SFPL.org 

Activity: Beginners Tai Chi with Patrick Lau, Learn and practice beginning Tai Chi guided by 
Patrick Lau. Tai Chi may help improve your overall health, fitness, balance, flexibility, coordi- 
nation and posture. Space is limited. First come, first served. Please note the program will be 
canceled if it rains. Wednesdays, 2-3 p.m. 
Presentation: The Exciting Story Behind the Cliff House's Cedar Totem Pole. Nancy DeSte- 
fanis presents the fascinating history of the cedar Totem Pole. In 1947, George Whitney, 
the founder of Playland by the Sea, commissioned the totem pole, and Chief Mathias Joe, 
master carver and hereditary chief of the Squamish First Nation in British Columbia, created it. 
DeStefanis has been studying First Nations history and art in British Columbia. She is the exec- 
utive director of San Francisco Nature Education. Saturday, May 11, 2-3:30 p.m. 
Tutorial: Tablet/Smartphone class for Older Adults 60+ and Adults with Disabilities. Self-Help 
for the Elderly's training program is ideal for those seeking to enhance their technical skills. 
The program focuses on hands-on training, allowing participants to become proficient in using 
their smartphones and tablets. Bring your device along and prepare to become an expert! 
Device types: iOS & Android. Learn how to download and save photos and how to share photos 
with others (via message, email, WhatsApp). Friday, May 17, 1-2:30 p.m. Space is limited. Res- 
ervations required: 415-355-2808 (starting May 3) . 
Film: “Out of the Dust’ is a film that combines dance, poetry and music to evoke the specter 
of the internment of Japanese Americans. The program includes discussion with its creators. 
"Out of the Dust” is told through ghosts of Manzanar Detention Camp who come to life through 
the poetry of Janice Mirikitani, the music of Miles Lassi and Paul Chihara, and the Japanese 
American folk dance "Ei Ja Nai Ka” (meaning “Ain't it good?") choreographed and music writ- 
ten by PJ Hirabayashi. After the closing of the camps, who and what memories were left behind 
in the windy dust-laden desert of Manzanar? Saturday, May 18, 2-4 p.m. 
Activity: Make an origami Chinese hairpin to celebrate AANHP! month. Thursday, May 23, 
4-5:30 p.m. Space is limited. Reservations required: 415-355-2808 (starting May 9). 
Activity: Tiny Art Show. Saturday, May 25. Receive your tiny art painting kit to create a piece 
for Sunset's Tiny Art Show. For adults and youth ages 10 and older. Each kit comes with a mini 
canvas, paint brush and paint. Return your tiny masterpiece to the Sunset Branch by June 15, 
to be featured in our Tiny Art Show on June 22. Kits are available while supplies last. Library 
staff will curate the exhibit based on its exhibition policy. 
Workshop: Dental Health Care. Learn how to build good oral hygiene habits to last a lifetime. 
UCSF Chinese Dental Health Club provides oral health education and dental tips to patrons of 
all ages. There will be demonstrations and interactive activities that patrons can participate in. 
UCSF Chinese Dental Health Club (CDH) is a student organization committed to overcoming 
dental care disparities in San Francisco. It works with community members to improve dental 
literacy and host outreach events. Saturday, May 25, 3-5 p.m. 
Book Club: Sunset Silent Readers. Join us for a silent reading session, followed by a group 


G Abigail Glynn 
Realtor - Broker / NOTARY PUBLIC / Residential Leasing Agent / DRE # 00512752 


I have been a residential rental agent in SF for 35+ years. I find 
tenants for landlords for reasonable fees. I show the property that is 
for rent and I write up all the necessary paperwork. Please call for 
more information. 


Cell: 415-827-2434 / AbigailGlynn@prodigy.net / 5014 Geary Blvd., SF 94118 
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discussion. Bring any book, fiction or non-fiction, and share your thoughts with us. Tuesday, 
May 28, 4-6 p.m. Registration is recommended: 415-355-2808. 


GOLDEN GATE PARK BAND 
The Golden Gate Park Band presents its 2024 summer concerts series for its 142nd 
season. April 28-Oct. 6 on Sundays* at 1 p.m. (25 concert dates) Spreckels Temple of Music 
(aka the Bandshell) in Golden Gate Park. San Francisco's oldest musical organization, founded 
in 1882, continues a new era of music for San Francisco and the Bay Area. ALL SHOWS FREE! All 
Welcome! * All concerts start at 1 p.m. on Sundays except Thursday, July 4 and Monday, Sept. 
2 (Labor Day). Learn more at goldengateparkband.org. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Happy May birthday to Ada Consalus, Lexi Craig, Mike Craig, Max Friedman, Maggie Glaize, 
Breyana Greats, Pia Harvey, Jon Hollenbeck, Gemma Huynh, Tim Keeler, Kathleen Larkin, Au- 
tumn Looijen, Michael Lue, Natalie Lue, Debbie MacCawley, Rose Maini, Paul Mansfield, June 
McWilliams, Jay Parks, Emma Perreira, Marie Phatak, Lucy Poole, Scott Rittman, Selena Ro- 
sales, Katelin Rowland, Sabrina Royce, Julia Ryder Sill, Eleanor Wollenberg and Lee Yurman. 
To add a name to the monthly birthday list, email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Free. 


INNER SUNSET FLEA MARKET 

The Inner Sunset Flea Market will launch its new season on April 14 and continue on every 
second Sunday of the month. Voted one of the top ten flea markets in the Bay Area, it began 
in 2015 as a grassroots-organized market in collaboration with Sunset Mercantile. This Inner 
Sunset Sundays event is presented by Inner Sunset Park Neighbors and includes more than 
30 resident, artisan and nonprofit vendors, as well as live music, all-ages activities and fun 
themed days. It is more than just a Flea Market - it's a community celebration in the heart of 
the Inner Sunset! Ninth Avenue and Irving Street, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 


MOTHER'S DAY ROSE SHOW 
San Francisco Rose Society presents its 82nd annual Mother's Day Rose Show on Sunday, 
May 12, 12:30-4 p.m., at the Hall of Flowers, County Fair Building in Golden Gate Park, 1199 
Ninth Ave. Free. For more information, go to sfrosesociety.org, call 707-805-4525, x1 or email 
sfrosesociety@gmail.com. 


NEIGHBORHOOD WALKING GROUPS FOR SENIORS 
Join other seniors on weekly/biweekly walks in your neighborhood. Currently, the 
walks are in the Inner Richmond and Stern Grove. More walks in the Richmond and Sunset 
are being planned. Find the next walk on Meetup.com and search for "San Francisco 50+ 
Neighborhood Walking Groups,” or sign up for our newsletter at sfwalking.beehiiv.com. If you 
would prefer to wait until a group is established near you, or if you are interested in starting a 
group in your neighborhood, contact Richard at richwei94102@gmail.com or 415- 562-6075. 


OUTER SUNSET FARMERS MARKET AND MERCANTILE 
Join us every Sunday at the Outer Sunset Farmers Market and Mercantile, where 
you can find fresh produce from local farmers and ranchers, enjoy delicious dishes from Outer 
Sunset eateries and discover unique finds from local makers and artisans. Every Sunday, find a 
revolving series of live performers, engaging activities and exhibitions at the ArtShip and fun 
zone! Our farmers market accepts WIC, EBT and Market Match. 37th Avenue at Ortega Street, 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. Go to sunsetmercantilesf.com or call 415-465-2475 for more details. 


ONLINE-ONLY CONTENT 
Visit our website, to find features that you can't find in the newspaper. Look for "Cook- 
ing Together,” by Shanta Nimbark Sacharoff, “Overtures and Undertows," a column by Noma 
Faingold, a talented writer and longtime contributor to the Richmond Review and Sunset Bea- 
con newspapers. Business features includes "A Shot of Salvation” by Deno Gellepes. Check out 
the recent "Photos of the Month” gallery. RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


‘PHOTOS OF THE MONTH’ ONLINE GALLERY 
Photographers are invited to submit three of their best photos for consideration to be 
published in the “Photos of the Month" gallery on RichmondSunsetNews.com. The website 
averages 20,000 views per month. Please submit photos as jpegs on the 15th of each month. 
For more information, email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com or call 415-706-6428. 


REFUSE REFUSE CLEANUPS 
Wednesday, May 8, 4-5 p.m., Inner Sunset Happy Hour Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/581814/. 
Sunday, May 12, 1-3 p.m., Great Highway Park Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/event/448138/. 
Saturday, May 18, 10 a.m.-noon, Central Sunset Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/546732/. 
Monday, May 20, 8-9 a.m., Outer Sunset Morning Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/604552/. 
Saturday, May 25, 10 a.m -noon, Inner Sunset Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/464169/. 


SECONDHAND SATURDAYS 
Come check out Secondhand Saturdays and celebrate all things vintage, antique and 
secondhand. Presented by Sunset Mercantile every third Saturday of the month at Ortega 
Street and 37th Avenue, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Shop local from more than 50 vintage vendors, mak- 
ers and artisans that are some of the Bay Area's best. Enjoy live music, family friendly activities, 
food trucks, rotating monthly features and more! Visit sunsetmercantilesf.com/secondhand/ 
for more information. 


STAMP COLLECTOR AND STAMP COLLECTIONS 
Stamp collector is buying stamps and stamp collections. | am buying “older stamps" from 
the 1800s to 1930. American Philatelic Society member since 1986. Pictures are appreciated. 
Call or text message 415-533-0761. 


THANK YOU! 

Sincere thanks to the Sunset Beacon readers who generously donated to our Pat- 
reon campaign. Your contribution helps keep us financially healthy. If you donated before we 
started our Patreon campaign and would like some of our Sunset Beacon branded products 
(tote bag, pens, coffee mug, hat or shirt), please send an email to Editor@RichmondSunset- 
News.com. We would also like to share just your name in the paper to thank you. Please let 
us know if that is OK. To donate, please visit our website to sign up for our Patreon campaign, 
send a check to: Sunset Beacon, P.O. Box 16035, SF, CA, 94116. Thank you! 


Continued on page 8 
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Assembly 


Assemblymember Phil Ting 
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Saving Lives With Speed Cameras 


One life lost or impacted by traffic 
violence in San Francisco is too many. 
As of mid-April, eight pedestrians 
have already been killed in our city 
this year. If that pace continues, we 
will surpass the fatality rate set in 
2022. That’s when the highest number 
of deaths were recorded over a five- 
year period. 

With the lives of San Franciscans 
and their children at stake, some- 
thing needs to change. As residents, 
we pride ourselves on innovative 
solutions to increase mobility and 
provide safe, livable neighborhoods. 
One promising fix is AB-645, a bill I 
joint-authored last year. 

This legislation authorizes the use of 
speed cameras in six California cities, 
including San Francisco, focusing on 
school zones and other designated 
low-speed areas based on their danger 
to pedestrians and others. This pro- 
vides an opportunity to slow drivers 
down in our highest-need areas. 

The San Francisco Municipal Trans- 
portation Agency (SFMTA) recently 
approved 33 locations for these speed 
cameras and is set to implement the 
five-year pilot program. Those sites 
are within what’s called the High Inju- 
ry Network — the 12% of San Francis- 
co streets that account for more than 


68% of traffic-related severe injuries 
or fatalities. 

A dozen of those cameras will be in 
our Assembly District: 

¢ Fulton near Arguello 

e Lincoln near 27th 

¢ Fulton near 42nd 

¢ Sloat near 41st 

¢ Geary near Seventh 

¢ Ocean near Frida Kahlo 

¢ Bay near Octavia 

¢ Monterey near Edna 

e Franklin near Union 

e San Jose near Santa Ynez 

e Alemany near Farragut 

¢ Mission near Ottawa 

I championed AB-645 because 
speed safety systems hold great po- 
tential. They have been used for years 
in other major cities throughout the 
country, including New York City, and 
they have helped restore pedestrians’ 
right to walk across streets without 
fear of traffic violence. In fact, 2023 
was the Big Apple’s safest year for 
pedestrians. Moreover, speeding has 
dropped, on average, by 73% at their 
speed camera locations. Over the eight 
full calendar years that New York 
City’s speed camera program has been 
in operation, nearly half of license 
plates receiving a notice have not been 
issued a second one. 


San Francisco can achieve similar 
results. To ensure that everyone is part 
of the solution that puts prevention 
first, there will be a 30-day public 
education period. Adequate signage 
must be prominently placed in speed 
camera zones to create highly visible 
public messaging that will stop speed- 
ing in the first place. Then during the 
first couple of months, only warning 
letters will be sent to violators. 

Once fully implemented, speed 
enforcement cameras will trigger a 
citation when vehicles travel more 
than 11 miles per hour over the posted 
speed limit. Those who receive one 
will not have their driving privileges 
affected. And under the law, civil fines 
can be reduced based on income and 
can be paid over time. In certain cases, 
they can be waived with community 
service. 

Lastly, AB-645 strongly protects 
an individual’s privacy and taxpayer 
money. Cameras capture only the 
vehicle speed and registration — not 
the identity of the driver, other drivers 
on the road, or members of the public 
in the photo. Plus, only the driver and 
vehicle owner may review the photos, 
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and local authorities may only archive 
the photos for a limited period of time. 

To prevent these program from 
being a moneymaker for cities, rev- 
enue from these citations must fund 
the program itself with any surplus 
going only toward other traffic safety 
measures that encourage alternative 
modes of transport, such as biking and 
walking. 

AB-645 also aligns with the City’s 
Vision Zero Plan, San Francisco’s path 
forward to build safety and livabili- 
ty into our streets to protect the one 
million people who move about here 
every day. 

With targeted speed safety technol- 
ogy, we have a powerful, proven tool 
to reverse the trends we’re seeing by 
slowing drivers down. It’s another 
step we can take that saves lives and 
prevents serious injuries. 

Phil Ting represents the 19th Assem- 
bly District, which includes the west 
side of San Francisco along with the 
communities of Broadmoor, Colma 
and Daly City as well as part of South 
San Francisco. Find an archive of his 
columns at RichmondSunsetNews.com. 
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utsideLands.org 


Bien — 


Foxtail Hill Windows & Doors, Inc. 


Vincent Keehan 
Owner 


1428 Yosemite Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94124 


415-822-8494 (Tel) 
415-822-8493 (Fax) 
Foxtailhill.com 


LIKE THEY’RE PART 
OF OUR FAMILY. 


415.702.3255 


irvingpethospital.com 


(e) 1434 Irving St., San Francisco, CA 94122 


* Preventative Care 
° Emergency Care 

° Surgery 

¢ Dental Care 

* Diagnostics 


ALL GREAT BUSINESSES ADVERTISE 


Keep your business “top of mind” with an 
affordable local ad in the Sunset Beacon 
and/or on our website: 
RichmondSunsetNews.com 
For rates, email 
Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com 
or call 415-706-6428. 


Thanks to our advertisers, donors and 
Patreon supporters, this newspaper is FREE. 
Please support and thank the 
Sunset Beacon advertisers and consider helping your 
neighborhood newspaper! 


WESTERN NEIGHBORHOODS PROJECT TURNS 25 

Western Neighborhoods Project (WNP) is celebrating its 25th birthday by hosting a live 
recording of the “Outside Lands San Francisco” podcast with drag legend Peaches Christ and 
award-winning SFGATE reporter Amanda Bartlett at the 4 Star Theater on May 15. Join us to 
explore the history of the Richmond District’s Bridge Theatre, where Peaches Christ first pre- 
sented Midnight Mass, a late-night movie series and drag spectacle that is part of the endur- 
ing history of the west side. The event is prom-themed (prom attire optional), and there will 
be a photo booth along with cake and prizes. We hope you'll join us for this once-in-a-lifetime 
fundraiser that will support WNP and one of our favorite historic theaters. Link to purchase 
tickets at WNP’s website: outsidelands.org. 


Announcements: $1 per word, 20-word minimum. Share birthdays, weddings, 
anniversaries, births, obituaries, graduations, sports highlights, business accom- 
plishments, retirements, college admissions, etc. 


FREE: Add a name to the monthly birthday list or submit free community events at 
no charge. FREE: There is no charge for occasional announcements for small busi- 
nesses celebrating an anniversary or other significant milestone or event. Send 
announcement to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


Announcements will run in the Richmond Review and Sunset Beacon newspapers 
(36,200 copies) and on RichmondSunsetNews.com (more than 20,000 views per 
month). Ads must be pre-paid. Deadline: 20th of the month. Mail check to: P.O. Box 
16035, S.F., CA 94116. Call 415-706-6428 or email editor@RichmondSunsetNews. 
com for more details. 


Kilduff’s Korner By Paul Kilduff 


AN AD THIS SIZE COSTS ONLY $25 PER MONTH 
Call 415-706-6428 for information. 
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Attempted Shoplifting, Breaking 
Window: 200 Block of West Portal 
Avenue, March 30, 8:50 p.m. 

A witness told officers two juvenile 
suspects were shoplifting and putting 
items inside a backpack. An unknown 
citizen opened the suspects’ backpack 
and emptied the merchandise onto the 
floor. 

The suspects left the store upset and 
kicked the door on the way out caus- 
ing the plexiglass to break. 


Outstanding Warrants: 1700 
Block of Noriega Street, April 2, 
11:54 a.m. 

Officers responded to a report of a 
known shoplifter inside a store. 

Arriving officers and made contact 
with the suspect. A computer check on 
the suspect revealed two warrants for 
his arrest. 

The suspect was arrested. 


Robbery, Assault: 2400 Block of 
42nd Avenue, April 3, 9:59 a.m. 

Officers responded to a report of a 
robbery. 

The victim let the suspect use his 
cell phone while the suspect was still 
in his vehicle. When the victim and his 
wife tried to get the cell phone back, 
the suspect started driving away at 
a high rate of speed. The victim and 
his wife were somehow caught by the 
vehicle and were dragged a few feet. 


Threats: 19th Avenue and Wawo- 
na Street, April 5, 4:51 p.m. 

The victim told officers the suspect 
was driving her vehicle recklessly and 
erratically, almost hitting him. 

When the victim told the driver that 
she almost hit him, the driver threat- 
ened the victim and brandished a gun, 
then drove away. 
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POLICE BLOTTER 


Battery: 36th Avenue and 
Kirkham Street, April 7, 9 p.m. 

The victim, a ride-share driver, told 
officers he picked up the suspect and, 
while driving, the suspect placed him 
in a headlock. 

The victim stopped his vehicle and 
was able to break free and exit the 
vehicle. The suspect attempted to get 
into the driver’s seat but was unable. 

The suspect then punched and 
kicked the victim and vandalized his 
vehicle. 

The suspect fled the scene. 


Assault, Shoplifting: 3000 Block 
of Taraval Street, April 14, 2:45 p.m. 

The victim was inside a store when 
he saw a suspect placing numerous 
store items inside her bag. 

The victim stood in front of the 
store and told the suspect she needed 
to put down the stolen merchandise 
and leave the store. When the suspect 
ignored the victim, the victim grabbed 
the stolen merchandise. The suspect 
started hitting the victim. 

The suspect was later arrested. 


Shoplifting, Outstanding War- 
rant: 1900 Block of 19th Avenue, 
April 15, 1:52 p.m. 

Officers responded to a report of 
suspected shoplifting. 

The witness, the manager, told the 
officers a known suspect had come 
into the store and shoplifted. 

The witness showed the officers a 
photo of the suspect. Officers searched 
the area, located the suspect and de- 
tained him without incident. 

A computer check revealed a war- 
rant for the suspect’s arrest. 


West Portal Traffic Plan 


Continued from page 1 


borhood; especially that intersection 
with Ulloa Street where the collision 
occurred. 

Melgar’s initial proposed changes 
were: 

¢ Eastbound traffic on Ulloa will be 
forced to turn right onto West Portal 
Avenue. 

¢ Northbound traffic on West Portal 
will be forced to turn right onto Ulloa. 

¢ Northbound traffic on Claremont 
Boulevard will be forced to go past 
Ulloa to Taraval for vehicles wanting 
to turn left. 

¢ The westbound Ulloa lane at West 
Portal will become a transit-only lane. 

A 10-day community outreach peri- 
od was then announced by Melgar’s of- 
fice that will take into account a survey 
conducted by SFMTA. 

From there, the plans will go to the 
SFMTA’s Citizen Advisory Commit- 
tee before the SFMTA board gives fi- 
nal approval in June. If approved, the 
changes would be enacted this summer. 

While the proposed changes were 
applauded by transit and pedestrian 
advocates Joe Girton and Luke Born- 
heimer, the local merchants do not 
view such changes as being beneficial 
or practical. 

Upon learning of the initially pro- 
posed changes, the president of the 
West Portal Merchants Association, 
attorney Deidre Von Rock, responded 
quickly. She considered the plan short- 
sighted. 

“We still don’t know what hap- 
pened,” (regarding the collision) Von 
Rock told reporters in previous news 
reports. 

“And, (officials) are coming up with 
a solution for a problem that didn’t 
cause the accident,” she said. 

“Tn the merchant’s view, there are 
a lot of other things SFMTA should 
be doing to improve the corridor. But 


closing down a vital intersection that is 
critical for consumers to shop and sup- 
port our small businesses, this is unac- 
ceptable,” Von Rock said. 

On April 21, Von Rock posted on the 
Von Rock Law website: “SFMTA sup- 
plied no data to support the proposed 
changes.” 

A week after the incident, Von Rock 
announced that the intersection was 
safe and did not contribute to the ac- 
cident. 

“They (SFMTA) confirmed they 
were directed by Melgar and (SF May- 
or London) Breed to make this happen, 
and to make it fast,” Von Rock said. 

Bornheimer believes the proposed 
traffic routing plan would benefit pub- 
lic safety, especially since West Portal 
Elementary School is within the area. 

Von Rock and others were initially 
skeptical given the very short time span 
of public input for Melgar’s proposed 
plan. 

On April 27, Melgar’s office released 
a joint statement from Melgar and Von 
Rock. 

“We recognize the importance of 
transparent communication, active en- 
gagement and inclusive decision-mak- 
ing processes throughout the duration 
of the project,’ the statement said. 
“That’s why, together we announce the 
formation of a new joint committee to 
analyze the proposal and identify both 
areas of consensus and areas for im- 
proving the proposal.” 

A new collaborative effort has 
formed called, “The Welcoming West 
Portal Committee.” 

In the coming weeks, this committee 
will meet to discuss traffic impacts and 
parking issues and come to a consensus 
that works for all parties. 

The Welcoming West Portal Com- 
mittee will then consider changes that 
are something different from what 
Melgar initially proposed. They are as 
follows: 


The suspect was arrested. 


Shoplifting, Outstanding War- 
rant: 2000 Block of West Portal 
Avenue, April 18, 9 a.m. 

Plainclothes officers were conduct- 
ing retail theft abatement when they 
observed a suspect shoplifting inside 
a store. 

The officers detained the suspect 
outside the store. A computer check on 
the suspect revealed a warrant for his 
arrest. 

The suspect was arrested. 


Shoplifting with Force, Possession 
of Stolen Property: 2000 Block of 
Irving Street, April 19, 8:53 p.m. 

Officers responded to a report of a 
shoplifting incident. 

After speaking to employees, offi- 
cers located the suspects and detained 
them without incident. 

The employees told the officers they 
tried to get back their merchandise but 
one of the suspects pushed past them. 
Officers also located items that were 
stolen from another incident by the 
suspects. 

The suspects were arrested. 


Accidental Discharge of a Weap- 
on: 2200 Block of 42nd Avenue, 
April 24, 4:16 a.m. 

Officers responded to a report of an 
accidental shooting. 

Arriving officers located the victim 
with injuries to his legs. An investiga- 
tion determined it to be accidental. 


Burglary: 4700 Block of Lincoln 
Way, April 26, 9:06 a.m. 
Officers responded to a report of a 


¢ Traffic safety at the intersections 
surrounding West Portal Avenue and 
Ulloa Street, including but not limited 
to Ulloa and Wawona, Claremont and 
Portola, 14th and Vicente, and Wawona 
and Vicente. 

¢ Assessment of loading and passen- 
ger drop-off zones on Ulloa between 
the West Portal Station and Claremont. 

¢ Traffic impacts on Vicente Street, 
14th Avenue, 15th Avenue and Taraval 
Street. 

¢ Review the number and location of 
bus stops on Ulloa. 

¢ The Welcoming West Portal Com- 
mittee will consist of merchants, neigh- 
bors and visitors to West Portal who 
share our vision of safety, mobility and 
vibrancy for West Portal. 

The Welcoming West Portal Com- 
mittee will meet at least three times 
over the coming months to develop a 
second proposal for consideration by 
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suspect inside someone’s home. 

The victim told officers that she was 
the caretaker for the property. 

The victim saw the suspect and 
yelled at him. The suspect left the 
property with some stolen property. 

Officers located the suspect and 
arrested him. 


Battery: 2000 Block of Irving 
Street, April 28, 6:50 a.m. 

The victim told officers he saw the 
suspect yelling at another person. The 
victim wanted to make sure the argu- 
ment would not escalate so he asked 
if everything was okay. The suspect 
slapped the victim and then punched 
him and brandished a knife. 

The suspect walked back into his 
vehicle and drove away. 


Robbery: Great Highway and 
Santiago Street, April 29, 2:11 a.m. 

The victim, a ride-share driver, 
entered Taraval Station to report an 
attempted robbery incident. 

The victim said he was resting when 
he heard voices outside his vehicle. 

The driver’s side window suddenly 
shattered and the victim saw three sus- 
pects outside his vehicle demanding 
his property. One of the suspects was 
holding a firearm. 

Suddenly, all three suspects ran back 
to their vehicle and drove away. 


Assault: Great Highway and 
Kirkham Street, April 29, 5:13 p.m. 

The victim told the officers a known 
suspect was threatening him with an 
ax. 

While interviewing the victim, the 
suspect approached the scene. 

The suspect was detained. After 
further investigation, he was arrested. 


the SFMTA board and for implementa- 
tion in coordination with the return of 
the L-Taraval in fall 2024. 

In response to what Melgar had re- 
leased and published, Michael Ayres 
posted to social media: “This is the 
most brain-dead idea ever. Leave West 
Portal alone. The accident was one in 
10,000, and there are many other plac- 
es that have accidents all the time. Re- 
move the parklets along West Portal 
and stop the war on cars. All the traffic 
reengineering does not solve problems, 
it just causes more congestion and di- 
rects traffic to other roads.” 

To learn more about the proposed 
changes to West Portal Avenue and 
to make a comment, visit the SFMTA 
website at sfmta.com/reports/west-por- 
tal-station-safety-and-communi- 
ty-space-improvements-proposed-de- 
sign. 


JAMES J. RUSSO, CPA 


Income Tax Preparation and Planning 


Worried about taxes? 
On an extension or did not file? 
| CAN HELP (even with back years)! 
| have an M.S. in tax + 30 yrs. of experience 
Please call for an appointment 


JamesJRusso@gmail.com / 415-759-5086 
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City Hall 


Supervisor Joel Engardio 


Legal Help for Homelessness 


San Francisco spends 
$646 million a year trying to 
address homelessness. The 
results have been less than 
desirable. 

Yet a small nonprofit that 
gives free legal services to 
poor people claims it can 
reduce homelessness by 20% 
in two years — for only $4 
million. 

Does this sound too good to 
be true? 

Adrian Tirtanadi says his 
nonprofit Open Door Legal 
has found an approach that 
moves the needle on home- 
lessness in a way we haven’t 
tried before. 

By offering free legal help 
to people with little or no 
income, the attorneys at Open 
Door Legal have prevented 
hundreds of families from 
becoming homeless. They’ ve 
also helped homeless people 
get re-housed. 

Is scaling universal access 
to legal representation the key 
to ending homelessness? 

An academic study of Open 
Door Legal’s work over the 
past decade found that they 
caused unsheltered homeless- 
ness to drop by around half 
in the Bayview area of San 
Francisco. 

How does legal assistance 
keep people housed? Consid- 
er the myriad situations that 
can make someone homeless 


when they can’t afford to de- 
fend themselves. Open Door 
Legal covers it all: Eviction, 
housing discrimination, 
domestic violence, child cus- 
tody, wage theft, employment 
discrimination, consumer 
fraud, elder abuse, wrongful 
foreclosures, debt collection, 
immigration, asylum and 
bankruptcy. 

“Open Door Legal envi- 
sions a world where everyone 
who needs legal help gets it,” 
Tirtanadi said. “Our goal is to 
show that when everyone has 
access to the law, poverty will 
be dramatically reduced.” 

Homelessness is a complex 
issue that requires many ap- 
proaches working in concert 
to make an impact. But are 
we measuring the results of 
each method to focus on what 
works best? Are we consider- 
ing every possible approach? 

Tirtanadi wonders why 
San Francisco’s Department 
of Homeless and Supportive 
Housing devotes 0% of its 
budget to legal services. 

Nearly 60% of the $646 
million budget to fight home- 
lessness is spent on building 
permanent supportive housing 
— the most expensive, difficult 
and time consuming solution 
to implement. 

What if we spent a portion 
on legal services to prevent 
people from becoming home- 
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less in the first place? 

Tirtanadi says legal services 
can help 100 times more fami- 
lies avoid homelessness for 
the cost of one unit of perma- 
nent supportive housing. That 
means not only saving money 
but seeing positive results 
more quickly. 

Here’s one example: Open 
Door Legal helped a mother 
escape domestic violence and 
homelessness. The abused 
woman was arrested after her 
husband claimed she had hit 
him. The husband obtained 
a restraining order to keep 
the woman from returning 
home and seeing her kids. 

He blocked access to their 
bank account, and she became 
homeless. The woman asked 
for help and was turned down 
by multiple agencies. 

Then she found Open Door 
Legal. 

“We went to court on her 
behalf, and we won,” Tirta- 
nadi said. “We got her back 
in the home, got her husband 
out of the house, and got her 
a divorce — even though her 
husband tried to hide all the 
community assets. She got 
full custody of the children 
and child support. She was 
never hit again. She’s re- 
mained housed and in the 
workforce. She and her chil- 
dren are doing great.” 

Open Door Legal was able 
to provide all this help for 
only $3,500. 

Tirtanadi isn’t asking for 
much. Of the $646 million 
San Francisco spends annual- 
ly on homelessness, Tirtanado 
suggests redirecting just $4 
million to legal services. 

He is confident the results 
of the study about Open 
Door Legal’s success in the 
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WMENORIAL DAY 


USS San Francisco (CA38) Ceremony 
Sunday, May 26, 12 Noon, (11:30am arrival), Lands End 
ca38foundation@gmail.com (rsvp) 


Chinese American Services 
American Legion, Cathay Post #384 & VFW Chinatown Post #4618 
Sunday, May 26, 3pm in St. Mary’s Square (SF Chinatown) 


Golden Gate National Cemetery 
Monday, May 27, 10:30am, 1300 Sneath Lane, San Bruno CA 


San Francisco National Cemetery 
Monday, May 27, 10:30am, 1 Lincoln Blvd., Presidio of SF 


USS Pampanito, Lost Boat Ceremony 
Sunday, May 26 10am, Monday, May 27, 10am, Pier 45 


Veterans of Foreign Wars Community Service Project 


Bayview can be replicated 
citywide. 

“Once the program is fully 
scaled up, we should see a 
20% reduction in homeless- 
ness in two years and a 40% 
reduction in four years,” 
Adrian predicts. 

Currently, Open Door Legal 
has offices in four neighbor- 
hoods: Bayview, Excelsior, 
Western Addition and the 
Sunset. Tirtanadi wants to 
pioneer a system that offers 
universal access to legal help 
throughout San Francisco. 

The Sunset office is the 
newest. In the past year, 
Open Door Legal has helped 
13 Sunset residents preserve 
ownership of their homes and 
secured more than $100,000 
in canceled debt. 

Legal aid is not a magic 
solution for all of homeless- 
ness. It won’t address people 
experiencing homelessness 
with extreme mental illness 
and drug addiction. But if free 
legal services can help others 
escape homelessness at much 
less cost, the savings means 
more resources to tackle the 
hardest cases that include 
mental illness and addiction. 

Tirtanadi notes that pre- 
venting homelessness with 
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legal aid could also prevent a 
homeless person from spiral- 
ing into deteriorating mental 
health and addiction. 

“When low-income 
residents have their assets il- 
legally taken or face domestic 
violence, they can become 
homeless if they’re unable to 
get legal help,” Tirtanadi said. 
“Once homeless, their mental 
health deteriorates, and they 
start using drugs. Instead of 
addressing a major root cause 
of someone’s homelessness, 
which is a lack of access to 
legal help, San Francisco has 
focused on treating the symp- 
toms at a huge expense.” 

Solving San Francisco’s 
daunting problems will take 
a combination of innovation 
and common sense. Open 
Door Legal’s approach of 
using legal services to save 
people from homelessness is 
promising. So far, it’s shown 
to be effective and cost-con- 
scious. We should do more. 

Joel Engardio is the District 
4 representative on the San 
Francisco Board of Super- 
visors. He can be reached at 
engardiostaff@ sfgov.org. Find 
an archive of his columns at 
RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


Quentin L. Kopp 


Continued from page 6 


mute patterns for employees 
working at home. 

Someone informed me last 
month: “You know you’re 
really an old-timer when your 
main mode of transportation 
is a walker.” Personally, I 
value U.S. President John 
F. Kennedy’s conclusion at 
an April 29, 1962, dinner 
honoring Western Hemisphere 
Nobel prize winners: “I think 
this is the most extraordinary 


collection of talent, of human 
knowledge, that has ever been 
gathered together at the White 
House, with the possible 
exception of when Thomas 
Jefferson dined alone.” 
Quentin Kopp is a former 
San Francisco supervisor, 
state senator, SF Ethics Com- 
mission member, president 
of the California High Speed 
Rail Authority governing 
board and retired Superior 
Court judge. 


Need Expert Professional 


Real Estate Services? 


Contact John Lee today for a free consultation: 
(415) 465-0505 or johnlee@isellsf.com 


As your Trusted Advisor 


I will listen carefully to all your real estate needs and desires, 
and share with you my experience, perspective, and expertise. 


As your Skilled Negotiator 
I will help you explore all options. I will respect your 
confidentiality. I will steadfastly represent your best interests. 


As your Expert Facilitator 
I will assemble, coordinate, and assist your team of service 
providers. I will lead your transaction to a successful close. 


Smart. Empathic. 


Experienced. Dedicated. 


COMPASS 


Serving as your local newspaper columnist for the past 25 years! 


www.isellsf.com 


Send letters, comments 


and suggestions to: 
Editor@Richmond 
SunsetNews.com 
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‘Then and Now’: Irving Street between 40th and 4 1st Avenues 


HNIDE 


| Fi. 
CLOTHING - ‘APPAREL 


Left: This 1951 photo shows H. Shnider Clothing Store at 3932 Irving St. Shnider and his wife lived above the shop at 3934 Irving St. (up 
the side stairs). Photo courtesy of a private collector/Western Neighborhoods Project/OpenSFHistory. Right: This May 3 photo shows 
what is now a vacant laundromat where Shnider’s shop once was, next door to Day Moon Bakery and Coffee Shop at 3928 Irving St. 


Photo by Michael Durand. 


Community Fair Celebrates API Heritage atone New Neighborhood sada 


On Saturday, May 4, the Sunset 
Chinese Cultural District (SCCD), in 
partnership with District 4 Youth and 
Families Network and Wah Mei, host- 
ed a community fair on 22nd Avenue at 
Taraval Street. 

According to a press release from 
SCCD, the event coincided with API 
Heritage Month and included the an- 
nouncement of two new resources for 
the Sunset District: A resource guide of 
Sunset-based community services and 
the unveiling of a community mural ti- 
tled “People of Taraval.” 

The resource guide, led by the Dis- 
trict 4 Youth and Families Network, 
is a bilingual digital resource of com- 
munity services for Sunset residents. 


It is the continuation of their work on 
the Sunset Forward Community Needs 
Assessment. This resource can be ac- 
cessed on SCCD’s website, at sfsccd. 
org. 

“People of Taraval” is a commu- 
nity-driven mural led by the SCCD. 
More than 1,000 residents, merchants 
and visitors of the Taraval commer- 
cial corridor provided feedback on the 
question, “What does safety mean to 
you?” 

Local artists Elaine Chu and Mari- 
na Perez-Wong of Twin Walls Mural 
Company incorporated the feedback, 
which resulted in a colorful design re- 
flecting Parkside community values. 


can help you 
enroll in Medi-Cal 


sthp.org/enrollnow 


SAN FRANCISCO BRS 
HEALTH PLAN &%) 5 


© 2023 San Francisco Health Plan 475701C 1023 


Above: Event organizers. Photo 
courtesy of the Sunset Chinese 
Cultural District. 


Left: Mural detail. Photo by Mi- 
chael Durand. 
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Paid Political Advertisement 


DEMOCRAT 
FOR MAYOR 


BOLD IDEAS AND 
NEW LEADERSHIP 


in a safer, in addressing the 
cleaner city Daniel is the only candidate for Mayor who comes from drug crisis 
outside of the city’s broken politics. As Mayor, he'll use 
bold ideas to fight special interests, take on corruption, 
and deliver accountability and new leadership 


to the Sunset and San Francisco. 


Daniel .com 


in revitalizing in solutions to 
downtown homelessness 


in more middle-class 24 a pasted in transparency 
housing v ~< rasa . and accountability 


Ad paid for by Believe in SF Lurie for Mayor 2024 
Ad Committee’s Top Funders 
1. Miriam ‘Mimi’ Haas ($1,000,000) 
2. Jan Koum ($250,000) 
3. Oleg Nodelman ($250,000) 
This advertisement was not authorized by a candidate or a committee controlled by a candidate. 
Financial disclosures are available at sfethics.org. 


